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Rui Koh graduated from RMIT University Interior Design in 2014. During his years of studying at 
RMIT, Rui had developed his interests in the topics of time, memory and absence. He treats his 
works as a personal reflection. His works are influenced and inspired by the culture and lifestyle 
of Penang and his private practice of Chinese calligraphy and music. 

Born and raised in Penang, Rui returned to his home town after completing his studies in RMIT. 
He is currently working as an Interior Designer in Stilts Design, based in Penang, and works 
on residential and commercial space designs. As a fresh graduate, Rui aims to implement his 
understanding of interior design to the local practice and to search for new possibilities within 
the industry to help in the development of his hometown.

SKY PAVILION

The project is a proposal for the 2015 Triumph Pavilion 
competition. The brief was to design a temporary, 
freestanding and transportable showcase pavilion in the 
Museum Gardens next to the V&A Museum of Childhood 
in Bethnal Green, London. The competition called on 
participants to create a unique space that invites visitors 
to appreciate the role the sky and its elements play in 
our perception of architectural structures and the world 
around us as a whole. 

Consisting of ninety-one modular triangles with tuned 
aluminium pipes hanging within them; the pavilion 
resembles a cloud and captures the movement of 
the wind.  The chimes catch the wind and hit padded 
mallets hidden among them to create a soft, harmonious 
sound. The pavilion draws attention by its eye-catching 
appearance and the light staccato and soft humming 
rhythm produced by the many chimes which activate the 
space.

The formalisation of the pavilion is inspired by the 
analysis of both C major (C2, E2, G2, C3) and C major 7th 
(C4, E4, G4, B4) chords. The use of these two lines was 
inspired from the piano’s bass line and treble line. The 
eight notes within these chords are tuned in different 
lengths and arranged to shape the exterior and the 
interior of the pavilion.

The pavilion is built and supported by upright supports 
that allow the modular to cantilever around it. The design 
enables the wind to move through the pavilion from 
different directions, activating the hanging chimes to 
generate different compositions of sound depending on 
where and how the wind blows. Ultimately, the pavilion 
offers a chance for the public to get away from the hustle 
and bustle of London and immerse themselves in a tonal 
interpretation of the rhythm of the sky.


